[The Gianturco method of spiral embolisation of the renal artery (author's transl)].
Spiral embolisation of a renal artery by the Gianturco method was carried out in eight patients. Our early experience with this technique is described. In seven patients it was possible to occlude arterial flow to the kidney completely, or almost completely. In one patient, faulty technique lead to an avoidable complication resulting in dislocation of the spiral into the femoral artery. The Gianturco method has advantages compared with other embolisation techniques, being simple, rapid, complete and permanent. In addition to its pre-operative and therapeutic use with renal tumours, the method can be used to abolish function in one or both kidneys.